
WELCOME TO  WORSHIP!  
 

 

 

THE FOUR PILLARS OF ST. PAUL'S: PROCLAIM
Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost

PROCLAIM 
the praises of him who called you
     out of darkness
     into his marvelous light.

                                    - 1 Peter 2:9b
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 25, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
If you are worshipping online, we would love to see just what kind of impact our worship 
services are making. Please fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're 
worshiping from and how we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at 
www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact us with any questions or prayer requests 
via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634).

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 
the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 
sanctuary. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 
Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 
connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and place on the altar to 
symbolize our sacrifice to God.

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 
Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 
Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 
forward. Please keep them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Praise, Prepare, Participate, and Proclaim. This week, 
we close out our introductory series on the Four Pillars, 
which brings us to telling others about the gracious God 
of the universe or “Proclaim.” God could certainly boom 
from the heavens that he is God and he loves the world, 
but he has decided, in his wisdom, to use his “chosen 

people and royal priesthood” to “proclaim [his] praises” (1 Peter 2:9). You are that chosen 
people and royal priesthood. So, what will you do to proclaim God’s goodness to others? 
Let’s find the encouragement and motivation, maybe even some how-to tips, to do so in 
worship.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which highlights the growth of the church 
when we go to proclaim God’s Word to others.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Lord, I Lift Your Name.” Rick Founds. ©1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. Used by Permission. CCLI #145043

Psalm 89. Refrain text: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Publishers. Verse Text: The Psalter, 1912. Public 
domain. Tune: Sussex Carol. Public domain. Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Publishers. All 
rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“O Church, Arise.” by Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing) Used by permission: CCLI#145043.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN We All Are One in Mission | CW 566
Verse 1-All;  2-Pastors;  3-All 

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

10:30 - BAPTISM - Annalise Marie Meister

Parents, make use of short 
responses, such as this, 

“Amen,” or “Thanks be to 
God” to further include your 

children in the worship service.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: Lord, I Lift You Name on High

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray. 

Lord God of our salvation, you have called us to be witnesses of the good news that 
in Christ the world has been reconciled to yourself.  Inspire our witness that all may 
know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated.
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The Word

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 52:7-10
What do we proclaim? Peace, good news, and salvation.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 89 | The People’s Psalter
(TUNE: Sussex Carol)

All:

Pastor: My song forever shall record
The tender mercies of the Lord;
Your faithful ways will I proclaim,
And ev’ry age shall know your name.
Come, ev’ry voice, sing out your song.  

All:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord evermore.

Women: Almighty God, your lofty throne
Has justice for its cornerstone;
And shining bright before your face
Are truth and love and boundless grace.
Come, ev’ry voice, sing out your song.  

All:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord evermore.

Men: The swelling sea obeys your will;
Its angry waves your voice can still.
The whole creation’s wondrous frame
Proclaims its Maker’s glorious name. 
Come, ev’ry voice, sing out your song.  
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All:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord evermore.

All:   With blessing is the nation crowned
Whose people know the joyful sound;
They, in the light, O Lord, shall live,
The light your face and favor give.  
Come, ev’ry voice, sing out your song.  

All:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord evermore.

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:4-9
You have been chosen by God to proclaim his praises.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Declare his glory among the nations,  
C: his marvelous deeds among all peoples. Alleluia. (Psalm 96:3)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20
The Savior sends us out to proclaim the gospel. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews for the Children's Message.

HYMN O Galilee’s High Mountain | CW 557
Verse 1-Pastors;  2-All;  3-Men;  4-Women;  5-All

The Psalms are filled with 
calls to not only praise the 
Lord, but to proclaim his 

goodness to all people.
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SERMON  Jesus Gives You Authority

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  
If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

VIDEO Grades 3-8 singing “Wonderful Words of Life”

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks 

for the blessings we share as members of your 
holy Church, for your gracious Word and 
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and 
to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions 
to serve and be served, for fellowship with
 believers in our congregations and in our synod. 

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.

This is one way we can still offer 
praises to God and let you, the 
congregation, hear and see the 

hard work that our school 
children put into preparing, 
praising, and proclaiming!
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M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be 
your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that 
lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and 
in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and serve others 
as we serve you.

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love.
M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom 

and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth 
in love, and to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with 
gentleness and respect.

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a 

friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.

Silent prayer.

M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in 
places where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let 
nothing hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each 
day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others.

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.

Special prayers and intercession.

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom 
come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints 
and angels to sing your praise forever.

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our missions. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 
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HYMN O Church, Arise
                                                                Verse 1-Pastors;  2-Women;  3-Men; 4,  4-All
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Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in 

harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The 
Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+)   
give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN I Love to Tell the Story | CW 562
                                                                                Verse 1-All;  2-All

These words serve as a 
reminder of Jesus’ closing 
words in Matthew: he is 
with us always, blessing 

us, showing us grace, and 
giving us peace as we go to 

do his work.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. The goal of proclaiming is not to proclaim what’s so special about you or the 
ministries of the church, but to proclaim Christ. Looking at all three readings from 
today, how does each one focus on Christ?

2. The reading from Isaiah 52 is used as the Old Testament reading for Christmas day. 
For what reasons is it fitting as a reading both for outreach and for the day when 
God became flesh?

3. Can you find hints of all four Pillars in Matthew 28:16-20?

4. Read Romans 10:14-15, which quotes Isaiah 52:7. What importance or urgency does 
Paul give to these words with the questions leading up to his quotation?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
The Augsburg Confession

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

JOIN A MEN’S GROUP Tuesdays | 6:45-7:45 AM

The Tuesday morning Men’s Bible Study has just completed a study of the book of Isaiah 
and will begin the study of Joshua this Tuesday. The group meets at The Ground Up 
Coffee Shop, gathering at 6:45 AM.  Study begins about 7:00 AM and lasts about 45 
minutes. This would be an excellent time to join in this men’s group. For more 
information, you can call or text Mike Anderson at 715-321-3541 or email him at 
5JAnderson@charter.net.

SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT

Buy a T-shirt or sweatshirt with the school logo on the front and the school year theme, 
“Rejoice in the Lord Always,” on the back. Prices start at just $7.50 for an adult T-shirt and 
$7.25 for a youth T-shirt. Order forms can be found on the Ministry Table in the Welcome 
Center. Orders are due by Nov. 10.

RECYCLE YOUR PRESCRIPTION BOTTLES

Your pill bottle could be used to improve medical care in developing countries. Extra or 
unusable bottles are shredded and recycled. Either way the bottles go to good use. Deposit 
your empty bottles in the drop box across from the mailboxes.  It helps the process if you 
remove the labels and clean them as much as possible.  Thank you!

VOLUNTEER THE THANKSGIVING MEAL Nov. 26 | 11:00 AM-1:00 PM

We are expecting to distribute 400-500 meals to the lonely and needy during the 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner. Lots of volunteers are needed on Thanksgiving Day 
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM to package meals, to distribute the carry out meals, to deliver 
meals with your vehicle, and to serve as clean-up crew. Contact Nicole Sukow at 715-572-
4629 to volunteer.

Our 
churches 
teach…
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DONATE SOUP INGREDIENTS

The Willing Workers are accepting donations of soup ingredient through Nov. 4. They 
need potatoes, onions, celery and carrots. You can bring these items to the kitchen.

MAKE SOMETHING FOR THE SALE

The annual Willing Workers Bake & Craft Sale is now just two weeks away on Nov. 7 & 
8. No matter if you express your creativity through food, paint, wood, yarn, or fabric, your 
donations are appreciated. The sale helps fund special projects around the church and 
school. Bring your items to the cafeteria on Friday, Nov. 6.

LIFE OF LUTHER SEMINAR Nov. 7 | 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Become better acquainted with the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther. Dr. Joel Pless, 
Professor of Theology at Martin Luther College, will emphasize how Luther’s teaching 
differed from those of the Roman Catholics. This seminar will be held at St. Peter Lutheran 
Church in Schofield. The cost is only $10. To preregister, contact Jim Ellenberger at           
715-409-6764 or husker9964@gmail.com. 

EVENTS CANCELLED

Trunk-or-Treat has been cancelled.  If you donated candy you are welcome to pick it up. Any 
candy remaining after Oct. 30 will be used for other church or school activities. The Willing 
Workers have also cancelled Advent by Candlelight of this year, and we will not have Advent 
meals in December.  We hope to resume fellowship activities after the New Year.

MEN’S DEVOTIONAL BASKETBALL 

Come on Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM for some friendly competition, lots of fellowship, 
and a little bit of God’s Word. For more details, contact Wes Johnson at 715-213-4801.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 148    
From July 1, 2020 to October 16, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $285,122
Actual cost of ministry:   $289,395                        
Mortgage balance:  $1,340,708    
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CALENDAR          October 26-November 1

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
5:30 PM Handbells in the balcony
6:30 PM Contemporary Choir in the balcony
6:30 PM Four Pillars Bible Study in the cafeteria
6:30 PM People Close to God in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 7&8 Craft & Bake Sale
Nov. 10 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Worship at 4:00 & 6:30 PM
Nov. 26 Community Thanksgiving Dinner Served at St. Paul’s                      

BRING GOOD NEWS
PROCLAIM PEACE

BRING GOOD TIDINGS
PROCLAIM SALVATION



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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